
Spiritual Gifts Discovery 
Introduction 

 
 What are “Spiritual Gifts?”  Why do we need to know about them?  How will 

discovering my gifts help me?  How will discovering my gifts help my church?  Isn’t my 

Pastor supposed to take care of the needs of the church?  What is the “Body of Christ?” 

 

What are Spiritual Gifts? 
 
 Spiritual Gifts are special abilities given to every Christian, by the grace of God 

through the Holy Spirit, to be used to serve and strengthen one another, and to glorify God. 

 

Who needs to know about Spiritual Gifts? 
 
 You need to know about spiritual gifts if: 

 

• You are a Christian; 

• You believe that Jesus is your Lord and you want to love Him and Follow Him in the 

best possible way, and, 

• You want your church to be a healthy, attractive, growing group of people showing 

forth God’s love in your community. 

 

Why do we need to know about Spiritual Gifts? 
 
• An awareness and understanding of spiritual gifts will clarify how God meant His 

church to work, and our role within it.  The apostle Paul wrote in his letter to the 

church at Corinth:  “Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be 

ignorant.”  (1 Corinthians 12:1).  God’s plan for His church was for every believer to use 

their spiritual gifts to serve one another in love thereby making a difference for His 

kingdom. 

 

• We are expected to use our gifts.  Paul wrote to Timothy, who was ministering to 

the church in Ephesus, “Do not neglect the spiritual gifts within you…” (1 Timothy 4:14).  

The New Testament describes the church as the “body of Christ.” 

 

 

• We will be held accountable for the use of our gifts.  Paul wrote to all 

believers, “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully 

administering God’s grace in its various forms.”  (1 Peter 4:10)  Our spiritual gifts are 

not given for us to keep them to ourselves, but to use in ministry to others, bearing fruit 

for God’s Kingdom.  The best illustration of this is the story Jesus told in Matthew 24:14-

30 (known as the parable of the talents). Read that parable now, even if you are familiar 

with it. 

 

 



What are the benefits of knowing about and using our spiritual gifts? 

 
Personal Benefits 

 

• You will have a better understanding of God’s purpose for your life.  God gives each 

of us unique gifts to fulfill a specific plan He has in mind. 

• Your relationship with God will grow and mature.  As you minister to others, and see 

the difference God makes in their lives through you, your relationship with God 

deepens. 

• Your ministry will be more effective and fulfilling.  If you have a passion for children, 

and the gift of teaching, you will probably be a very effective Children’s Sunday 

school teacher, and doing it will energize you! 

 

Church Benefits 

 

• Churches that teach and develop gifts-based ministries are more effective in the 

ministries they provide.  Churches with gifts-based ministries have people with the gift 

of leadership leading, people with the gift of helps helping, people with the gift of 

intercession praying for others, and so on. 

• There is a spiritual growth in churches that teach and develop gift-based ministries.  

The Holy Spirit empowers us to use our spiritual gifts and when we use our gifts in 

service to others, we see God at work through us, changing lives, and changing the 

world – one person at a time. 

 

Kingdom Benefit 

 

• God is glorified and people are edified (built up) in the church that teaches and 

develops gift-based ministries. 

 

How does serving glorify God and edify others? 

 
• Serving one another in love is a reflection of God’s love for us.  Reflecting God’s love 

on others is worship and worship glorifies God. 

 

• “If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God.  If anyone 

serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may 

be praised through Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 4:11) 

 

 

• The definition of edify is “to build up” or “to strengthen and encourage spiritually.”  

By serving, we minister to others, building them up spiritually.  “It was he who gave 

some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be 

pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of 

Christ may be built up.” (Ephesians 4:11-12) 

 

 

 



Redefining the word “Minister” 

 
 Most of the time, when we hear the word “minister,” we think of a professionally 

trained person serving in a paid staff position in our church.  Rarely do we think of members 

of the church as “ministers.”  However, this is not an accurate reflection of the way the word 

was used in the New Testament.  Ministry is not an office, but an act of service. 

 

 The word “minister” comes to us from the translation of the Greek word “diakonia,” 

which means, “act of service.”  The word “deacon” traces its beginnings to the word 

“diakonos,” which means “one who serves.”  Sometimes the word “deacon” is used in the 

New Testament to refer to special servants who meet certain qualifications specified in Acts 

6:1-6 and 1 Timothy 3:8-13.  But the word is also used in a more universal way to refer to all 

Christians in other passages.  For example, in Ephesians (diakonia). “For example, in 

Ephesians 4:12, Paul speaks of God’s people being “prepared for works of service or ministry 

(diakonia). “Every believer is a minister. 

 

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, 

that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful 

light.”  “(1 Peter 2:9) 

 

Spiritual Gifts Discovery Objective 
 

To help God’s children find a way to be fruitful and fulfilled in a meaningful way within the 

ministries of EUMC. 

 

Paul wrote:  “You, my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not use your freedom to 

indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.” (Galatians 5:13) 

 

Sometimes we find ourselves serving in a position that just is not “right” for us.  We are very 

active, but not very effective.  We serve wherever we see a need, but we don’t make the kind 

of difference we hoped for.  We feel frustrated, inadequate, and drained.  We aren’t becoming 

stronger, and we’re not growing in our faith. 

 

We aren’t doing anything wrong; we just aren’t doing what God designed us to do.  God 

made each of us a unique person, designed for a specific purpose He had in mind.  When we 

put all the pieces together, and serve according to our passions, spiritual gifts, and personal 

style we are able to make a recognizable difference in the church.  We are motivated and 

energized by our efforts. 

 

Our Unique “God-Design” 
 God designed each of us to be as unique as snowflakes; we all have a distinct mix of 

passions, spiritual gifts and personal style.  God made us unique individuals because He has a 

plan for each of us to use our gifts in different ways to accomplish His purpose.  Our passions, 

spiritual gifts and personal style are not of our choosing; they are by God’s design.  

 

“All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each on, just as he 

determines.”  (1 Corinthians 12:11) 



“But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them 

to be.”  (1 Corinthians 12:18) 

 

The Body of Christ 
 

 The Body of Christ is the church, and every believer has a role to play.  God’s plan for 

the church is for us to serve Him as one body. 

 

“… So in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the 

others.” (Romans 12:5) 

 

“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”  (1 Corinthians 12:27) 

 

 There is a Peanuts cartoon strip where we see Snoopy running a marathon race.  All of 

a sudden the ears start complaining, “We’re too cold.”  The stomach begins to growl “What 

about me:  If it wasn’t for me to remind you that you need fuel to keep going, you’d quit.”  

And then the feet start in “What about us?  We’re the really important body part here.  If it 

weren’t for the feet, where would you be?  No where!” 

 

“If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be?  If the whole body 

were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?  But in fact God has arranged the parts in the 

body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  If they were all one part, where would 

the body be?  As it is, there are many parts, but one body.” (1 Corinthians 12:17-20) 

 

 No part of the body can function by itself.  But when all parts work together, their 

unique contributions enable life to continue.  In the dame way, when each of us exercises our 

spiritual gifts, the ministry and message of Christ continue.  Together, we can accomplish 

great things for Him. 

 

United We Stand 
 

 We are all unique, but we are called to serve in unity. 

 

“As it is, there are many parts, but one body.  The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I don’t need 

you!’ …So that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal 

concern for each other.  If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, 

every part rejoices with it.”  (1 Corinthians 12:20-21a, 25-26) 

 

 This diversity is a reflection of God.  He is the trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

There are different expressions of Him, but He has one purpose. 

 

Different   Same 

Gift 
 

Spirit 

Service  Lord 

Workings 
 

God 



 God didn’t design us to be identical to one another.  He does want us to be unified by 

having the same purpose: to glorify God, edify others and make disciples. 

 

“To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of 

knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another the 

gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophesy, to 

another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and 

to still another the interpretation of tongues.” (1 Corinthians 12:8-10) 

 

“Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the 

same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all 

the others. (Romans 12:4-5) 

 

“If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ …then make my joy complete 

by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.”  (Philippians 

2:1-2) 

 

“Now you are Christ’s body, and all individual members of it.” (1 Corinthians 12:25) 

 

From Him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and 

builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” (Ephesians 4:16) 

 

How Are We to Serve? 
 

Why we are to serve can be easier to understand than how we are to serve.  Our Passions, 

Spiritual Gifts, and Personal Style are key pieces of the puzzle.   

 

Passion 
 

Passion is a God-given desire that compels us to make a difference in a particular ministry 

area. 

 

Your passion indicates where you are to serve.  You may be passionate about working with 

youth, feeding the hungry, ministering to those who hurting, or teaching others to be good 

financial stewards, among many other things.  When you serve in your area of passion, you’ll 

be more motivated. 

Three General Areas of Passion: 
 

1. People – may include groups such as children, the blind, the homeless, and single 

people. 

2. Roles – may include guiding people in their faith, administrating projects, gardening. 

3. Cause – may include world hunger, human rights, reaching the lost, financial 

stewardship. 

 

**This is not an all-inclusive list.  Your passion may not fall into one of these categories.  

Passion is a very personal element of our unique design.  Feel free to state your passion in 

your own terms. 

 



Spiritual Gifts 

 
We’ve already defined spiritual gifts and we know that God gives spiritual gifts to every 

person.  Some of us may have multiple gifts, but everyone has at least one. 

 

Spiritual Gifts indicate what you will do when you serve.  When you serve according to your 

Spiritual Gifts you will be more effective. 

 

Personal Style 
 

Your personal style relates to your preference for working directly with people or doing tasks 

behind the scenes, and whether you prefer a structured environment with clear goals and 

deadlines, or a more unstructured spontaneous environment. 

 

Personal Style indicates how you will serve.  When you serve in a way that’s consistent with 

your God-given personal style, you will feel more confident. 



Biblical Foundations 

 

1. Romans 12: 1-8 

 
• Who gives spiritual gifts? 

 
• Who receives spiritual gifts? 

 
• How are the gifts to be used? 

 
• Which gifts are mentioned in this passage? 

 
2. 1 Corinthians 12:1, 4-11 

 
• Who gives spiritual gifts? 

 
• Who receives spiritual gifts? 

 
• How are the gifts to be used? 

 
• Which gifts are mentioned in this passage? 

 
3. Ephesians 4:7-8, 11-12, 16 

 
• Who gives spiritual gifts? 

 
• Who receives spiritual gifts? 

 
• How are the gifts to be used? 

 
• Which gifts are mentioned in this passage? 

 
4. 1 Peter 4:10-11 

 
• Who gives spiritual gifts? 

 
• Who receives spiritual gifts? 

 
• How are the gifts to be used? 

 
• Which gifts are mentioned in this passage? 



The Greatest Gift 
1. 1 Corinthians 12:12-20 
• How does the analogy of the body apply to our church? 

 

 

 

 

• How does it apply to the universal church? 

 

 

 

 

2. 1 Corinthians 12:21-31 
• Which parts of the body does Paul say are indispensable? 

 

 

 

 

• What is the alternate translation for verse 31 (NIV)? 

 

 

 

 

3. 1 Corinthians 13 
• What does Paul say is the essential ingredient in the use of Spiritual Gifts? 

 

 

 

 

• How does this passage apply to our lives as Christians today? 

 

 

 

 

The Parable of the Talents 
4. Matthew 25:14-30 
• Why did the third servant bury his talent in the ground? 

 

• Why was the master angry? 

 

 

• What are some fears that may keep us from using our gifts in the world today? 

 

 

 

• How can we overcome these fears? 

 



Defining Spiritual Gifts 

 
Spiritual gifts are special abilities given to every Christian by the grace of God through the 

Holy Spirit, to be used to serve and strengthen one another and to glorify God. 

 

Let’s take a closer look: 
 

Spiritual gifts are special abilities …They are divine abilities – not abilities we have gained 

through training or experience. 

 

…Given to every Christian ---.There is no Christian without a spiritual gift.  Every believer 

has at least one. 

 

…By the grace of God through the Holy Spirit…We receive our gifts, according to God’s 

grace, when we accept Christ.  The Holy Spirit empowers us to use these gifts in ministry to 

others. 

 

…To be used to serve and strengthen one another, and to glorify God.  Our spirituals gifts 

enable us to meet a specific need in other individuals and the church as a whole.  Each of us 

can make a difference for God’s kingdom. 

 

What are the spiritual gifts? 
 

 There are several passages in the Bible that mention spiritual gifts, including 1 

Corinthians 12, Romans 12, Ephesians 4, and 1Peter 4.  Our list is drawn from these and other 

passages. 

 

 This is by no means an exhaustive list.  We have intentionally left out certain gifts that 

are usually self-evident (meaning if you have them, you know it), for instance:  speaking in 

tongues, interpretation of tongues, and miracles.  By the same token, we have included some 

gifts that are not specifically identified as Spiritual Gifts in the New Testament, but their use 

is mentioned in the Bible.  They are used to glorify God and edify the body.  Examples are 

hospitality, intercession, creative communication and craftsmanship. 

 

 Here is a list of the Spiritual Gifts and a short definition of each (we’ve included 

Biblical references where these gifts are mentioned specifically or where there are examples 

of the gift being used): 

 

Administration/Leadership:  the gift that enables the believer to understand the functions and 

goals of a segment of the body and to devise and implement effective plans to accomplish 

these goals. 

Biblical References: 1 Corinthians 12:28, Luke 14:28-30, Acts 6:1-7, Titus 1:5 

 

Apostleship:  the divine ability to minister cross-culturally, starting new churches or 

ministries that impact multiple churches.  Biblical References: Acts 8:4, Acts 13:2-3, Acts 

14:21-25, Corinthians 9:19-23 

 



Discernment of Spirits:  the divine ability to recognize whether certain people, ministries, or 

things are of God, or not of God, i.e., differentiating between good and evil. 

Biblical References: Acts 5:1-11, Acts 16:16-18, Matthew 16:21-23, 1 John 4:1-6, 1 

Corinthians 12:10 

 

Exhortation (Encouragement):  the gift that enables a believer to reach our and reassure, 

strengthen, affirm, and urge to action those who are discouraged or faltering in their faith. 

Biblical References:  Acts 14:21-22, Romans 12:8, Hebrews 10:25, 2 Timothy 1:16-18 

 

Evangelism:  the divine ability to spread the Good New of Jesus Christ to those who don’t 

know Him, in a way that makes them respond in faith and discipleship. 

Biblical References:  Acts 8:5-6, Acts 8:26-40, Ephesians 4:11-13, 2 Timothy 4:5 

 

Faith:  the divine ability to recognize what God wants accomplished as well as to sustain a 

steadfast belief that God will see it done despite what others perceive as barriers. 

Biblical References:  Hebrews 11, 1 Corinthians 12:9, Romans 4:18-21, Mark 5:25-34, Acts 

27:21-25 

 

Generosity:  the divine ability to give of material wealth freely and liberally, with great joy, to 

further God’s causes. 

Biblical References:  Mark12:41-44, 2 Corinthians 9:2-8, 2 Corinthians 8:1-7, Romans 12:8. 

 

Healing:  the divine ability to be God’s means for restoring people to wholeness, physically, 

mentally or spiritually. 

Biblical References:  Luke 9:1-2, Acts 28:7-10, Acts 9:32-35, Acts 5:12-16, 1 Corinthians 

12:9, 28 

 

Assistance:  the divine ability to work alongside others, attaching spiritual value to practical, 

often behind the scenes tasks that sustain the body of Christ. 

Biblical References:  Romans 16:1-2, Mark 15:40-41, Acts 9:36, Corinthians 12:28 

 

Utterance of Knowledge:  the gift that drives a person to learn to analyze and uncover new 

insights, from either natural sources or the Holy Spirit directly, for the advancement of God’s 

purposes. 

Biblical References:  Colossians 2:2-3, 1 Corinthians 12:18, 2 Corinthians 11:6, Romans 

12:2 

 

Leadership/Leading with Diligence:  the gift that enables the believer to cast a vision, 

motivate, direct and inspire God’s people in such a way that they voluntarily and 

harmoniously work together to accomplish the purposes of God. 

Biblical References:  Romans 12:18, John 21:15-17, Acts 15:7-11, Hebrews 13:7,  

1 Timothy 5:17, Acts 7:10 

 

Mercy/Compassion:  the divine ability to perceive the suffering of others, both believers and 

unbelievers, and comfort and minister effectively with love, empathy, and compassion. 

Biblical References:  Luke 10:30-37, Roams 12:8, Acts 11:28-30, Matthew 25:34-40, 

Matthew 20:29-34 

 



Pastor-Teacher (Shepherding):  the divine ability to guide and care for other Christians as 

they experience spiritual growth. 

Biblical References:  1 Peter 5:1-3, John 10:1-18, 1 Timothy 3:1-7, 1 Timothy 4:1-2 

 

Prophecy:  the divine ability to proclaim God’s truths in a way relevant to current situations 

and to envision and explain how God would will things to change, for the purpose of 

correction, repentance, or nurturing. 

Biblical References:  1 Corinthians 12:10, 28, Ephesians 4:11-14, Acts 15:32, Acts 21:9-11, 1 

Corinthians 14:1-5, 1 Corinthians 14:30-33, 1 Corinthians 14:37-40 

 

Teaching: the divine ability to understand and communicate God’s truths to others 

effectively, in ways that lead to applications in their lives. 

Biblical References:  1 Corinthians 12:28, Ephesians 4:11-14, Romans 12:7, Acts 18:24-28, 

Acts 20:20-21 

 

Utterance of Wisdom:  the gift that allows the believer to sort through opinions, facts and 

thoughts in order to determine what solution would be best for the individual believer or the 

community of believers. 

Biblical References:  James 1:5-6, James 3:13-17, 1 Corinthians 12:8, Acts 6:3,  

1 Corinthians 2:6-13 

 

Confusion about Spiritual Gifts 

 

 We have been focusing on what Spiritual Gifts are, but we also need to be careful not 

to confuse Spiritual Gifts with other terms and important concepts. 

 

Don’t Confuse Spiritual Gifts with Natural Talents 

 

 Natural talents are an expression of God’s common grace to all that have life.  Every 

person born in this world has some natural talent.  Spiritual Gifts are His specific gifts given 

to those who have received new life through Jesus Christ. 

 

• Natural talents are given at physical birth 

• Natural talents may be transformed by the Holy Spirit and empowered as Spiritual 

Gifts 

• Both natural talents and Spiritual Gifts can vary in degree and kind 

• Both natural talents and Spiritual Gifts are God given, but Spiritual Gifts are also God-

devoted. 



Don’t Confuse Spiritual Gifts with Fruit of the Spirit 

 

 Fruits of the Spirit are inward characteristics of the believer’s heart, revealed in his or 

her actions and attitudes as that person grows in the faith.  The Fruits of the Spirit indicate 

what we should be. 

 

 Spiritual Gifts are task-oriented functions or roles that God has called and equipped 

each believer to perform.  Spiritual Gifts indicate what we should do. 

 

• Fruits of the Spirit are attitudes.  Spiritual Gifts are aptitudes. 

• Fruits of the Spirit are natural by-products of an abiding and obedient relationship with 

Jesus Christ. 

• Spiritual Gifts are a supernatural endowment of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Both the Fruits of the Spirit and Spiritual Gifts are important.  God is less concerned 

with what we do than He is with the spirit in which we serve.  If we use our Spiritual Gifts 

to the fullest but don’t use them out of love, it does not please God or make a difference 

for His Kingdom (1 Corinthians 13:1-3). 

 

Don’t Confuse Spiritual Gifts with Spiritual Disciplines 

  

 Each of us should be developing habits that help us remain true to our faith and close 

go God. Spiritual disciplines area activities practiced by committed Christians. 

  

• Spiritual Disciplines strengthen the individual; Spiritual Gifts strengthen others. 

• Spiritual Disciplines develop devotion. Using Spiritual Gifts expresses devotion. 

 

Some examples of spiritual disciplines are prayer, witnessing, Bible study, worship and 

fasting. 

 

Don’t Confuse Spiritual Gifts with Ministry Positions 

 

 There can be a relationship between gifts and ministry positions, but there is not 

necessarily a one-to-one correlation. 

 

• Ministry titles indicate general roles;  Spiritual Gifts indicate specific functions. 

• Ministry titles indicate organizational positions; Spiritual Gifts indicate ministry 

contributions. 

 

Managing Our Gifts 

 

 What will we say when the Lord asks us, “How did you use the gift(s) that I loaned 

you?”  Whatever spiritual gifts you may have received are to be used faithfully, productively, 

and responsibly to build up the body of Christ, and to glorify God.  We are not “owners” of 

our gifts – only “stewards” or “managers.” 

 

 To Christians, Peter wrote:  “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to 

serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.: (1 Peter 4:10) 



Spiritual Gifts Discovery Tool 

“Used by Permission” Serving from the Heart by  
Carol Cartmill and Yvonne Gentile, 2002 Abington Press 

The following is a list of 80 statements.  Before considering these, make sure you have set aside an 

uninterrupted time of quiet.  Begin this time with prayers, and ask the Holy Spirit to guide you.  Answer 

based on how true theses statements are of your life experience, both past and present, not as you wish 

you would be.  Remember, God’s choice of gifts for you is in harmony with His perfect plan and will for 

your life. 

Record your answers on the line next to each statement.  When you are finished, transfer your 

responses onto the response form.  Score each one as follows. 

4. Very true of me, consistently. 

3. Frequently true of me. 

2. Occasionally true of me. 

1. Infrequently true of me. 

0. Rarely, or never true of me. 

 

_____ 1. I am organized and detail-oriented. _____ 10. I enjoy studying my Bible in 

depth. 

 

_____ 2. I would enjoy starting a church in a 

foreign country or culture. 

 

_____ 11. People often come to me for 

direction. 

_____ 3. I can sense when someone’s motives 

or intentions are inconsistent with the 

teachings of Scripture 

 

_____ 12 My heart goes out to people who 

are hurting and I am moved to 

action. 

_____ 4. I encourage people who are struggling 

in their faith through speaking, 

writing, artwork, singing, or prayer. 

 

_____ 13 I am concerned about the 

spiritual growth of people I 

know. 

_____ 5. I am open about my faith, and look for 

opportunities to talk about it. 

_____ 14 I confront individuals and groups 

who have wandered, and 

encourage them to turn back to 

God. 

_____ 6. I am confident that God will keep His 

promises. 

_____ 15 I am able to explain Biblical 

teachings in ways that others can 

relate to their lives. 

 

_____ 7. I enjoy sharing material blessings with 

others. 

_____ 16 People often ask me for insight 

and guidance on difficult 

decisions or situations. 

 

_____ 8. From time-to-time, my prayers for 

healing on behalf of others are 

answered in miraculous ways. 

 

_____ 17 I enjoy planning and organizing 

events or projects. 

_____ 9. I find fulfillment through performing 

behind-the-scenes deeds that support 

ministries. 

_____ 18 I am skilled at overseeing many 

projects at once. 

 



Spiritual Gifts Discovery Tool 

“Used by Permission” Serving from the Heart by  
Carol Cartmill and Yvonne Gentile, 2002 Abington Press 

 

_____ 19. I know when a statement or doctrine is 

not in line with God’s word. 

 

_____ 31. I enjoy preparing and organizing 

material in order to teach it to others. 

_____ 20. I am able to gently influence people in 

a way that helps them remain faithful. 

 

_____ 32. The solutions I provide to complex 

situations are always consistent with 

Biblical truth as found in Scripture. 

 

_____ 21. I often invite people to come to church 

with me. 

 

_____ 33. I easily outline and implement the 

steps needed to achieve a vision. 

_____ 22. I don’t get discouraged when bad 

things happen, because I know God is 

in control. 

 

_____ 34 I like to empower others to assume 

leadership roles. 

_____ 23. I have ample income, and give 

significant portion to charitable 

causes. 

 

_____ 35. I have been able to call the focus of 

individuals and groups back to the 

Holy Spirit and God’s word. 

_____ 24. The Holy Spirit prompts me to pray 

for specific people who are in need 

and are hurting. 

 

_____ 36. I bring comfort to people through 

sharing God’s promises. 

_____ 25. I enjoy using my talents and skills to 

help various ministries. 

 

_____ 37. I can share the gospel in relevant, 

meaningful ways. 

_____ 26. When someone is confused, I am able 

to point out a Scripture passage that 

leads them to the truth. 

 

_____ 38. I am able to provide reassurance and 

encouragement to individuals or 

groups when they are thinking of 

giving up. 

_____ 27. I provide inspiration in the work of 

ministry and support others to 

accomplish the ministry’s goals 

. 

_____ 39. When I see someone in need, I will 

share whatever I have with him. 

_____ 28. I desire to follow the example of 

Jesus, reaching out to people in need 

with compassion. 

 

_____ 40. I believe that God answers my prayers 

for miraculous healings. 

_____ 29. Sometimes I develop relationships 

with others and nurture them in their 

faith walk. 

 

_____ 41. I often help out around the church by 

doing “whatever needs to be done. 

_____ 30. I see things in society that are opposed 

to God’s will and feel led to expose 

them. 

 

 

 

_____ 42. I like to share with others what I have 

learned through studying the Bible. 



Spiritual Gifts Discovery Tool 

“Used by Permission” Serving from the Heart by  
Carol Cartmill and Yvonne Gentile, 2002 Abington Press 

 

_____ 43. I encourage others to develop their 

skills and abilities 

_____ 53. I intentionally develop relationships 

with non-Christians for the purpose of 

sharing my faith. 

 

_____ 44. I enjoy visiting people who are sick or 

lonely to bring them a little cheer. 

 

_____ 54. I believe God listens to and answers 

all prayers 

_____ 45. I enjoy teaching individuals and 

groups over extended periods of time. 

 

_____ 55. I believe I have been blessed with 

abundant resources so that I can be a 

blessing to others. 

 

_____ 46. The Holy Spirit urges me to speak 

forth the mind and counsel of God in 

order to encourage or guide people. 

 

_____ 56. I am drawn to worship experiences 

where prayers and anointing for 

healing are experienced. 

_____ 47. Whenever I learn something new, I am 

thinking about how I might share the 

new knowledge with others. 

 

_____ 57 I enjoy providing practical assistance 

to meet ministry needs. 

_____ 48. I sometimes bring clarity to difficult 

situations and can help point others 

toward God’s will. 

 

 

_____ 58 I am able to speak and teach an 

understanding of God and the Bible 

that helps others grow in faith. 

_____ 49. I am skilled at gathering and 

managing the resources needed for a 

ministry in order for it to function 

properly. 

 

 

_____ 59 I often find myself in a leadership 

role. 

_____ 50. I am drawn to proclaim and teach the 

gospel in places where it has not been 

heard or taught. 

 

 

 

_____ 60 I am good listener, and people often 

talk to me about their troubles. 

_____ 51. I sometimes sense the presence of evil. 

 

 

 

_____ 61. I feel the responsibility of caring for 

the people I teach about God and His 

word.  

_____ 52. People are motivated to make Godly 

decisions or changes in their lives 

after spending time with me. 

 

 

 

 

_____ 62. I am often led to convict people of 

wrong and to help them get back on 

the Godly path. 
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_____ 63. People often thank me for helping 

them to better understand the Bible or 

materials from a Bible study. 

 

_____ 72. People have shared tangible ways in 

which they have experienced God’s 

healing touch as a result of my prayers 

on their behalf. 

 

_____ 64. I am able to share words and insights 

that bring peaceful solutions to 

problems. 

 

_____ 73 Serving God through simple tasks is 

something I find rewarding. 

_____ 65. I like to work with issues involving 

systems, structure and procedures. 

 

_____ 74 God sometimes gives me a special 

insight into His word that enables me 

to teach others in a way that helps 

them understand. 

_____ 66. I feel compelled to share the gospel, 

and spend time in prayer and God’s 

word to prepare myself. 

 

_____ 75. I tend to have a “big picture” 

perspective and can clearly 

communicate vision in a way that is 

understandable and motivating. 

 

_____ 67. I have experienced, personally and in 

groups, guidance from the Holy Spirit 

in answer to a time of prayer. 

 

_____ 76. I can minister to people in need in a 

way that protects their dignity. 

_____ 68. I am led to encourage people in their 

faith through action.  

 

_____ 77. I am not only interested in instructing 

people about God, but also care about 

their restoration and relationship with 

God. 

 

_____ 69. I am comfortable using prayer and 

Scripture to lead people to Christ. 

 

_____ 78. God’s word and/or will sometimes 

come to mind in situations where 

people need conviction or 

encouragement. 

 

_____ 70. I approach challenges with confidence 

when I know I am following the will 

of God. 

 

_____ 79. I look for opportunities to share what I 

have learned about the Bible. 

_____ 71. Everything I have is a gift from God 

and I seek out ways to share those 

gifts with others. 

_____ 80. The Holy Spirit provides me with 

spiritual thoughts and words to share 

to help bring focus and clarity in times 

of disorder. 
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 Spiritual Gifts Total Score 

A. Administration/Leadership …….. __________ 

B. Apostleship …………………….. __________ 

C. Discernment of Sprits…………… __________ 

 

 

 

Place your responses to the statements in the  

appropriate box below: 

4. Very true of me, consistently.                                      

3. Frequently true of me.                                                 

2. Occasionally true of me.                                              

1. Infrequently true of me.                                              

0. Rarely, or never true of me. 

D. 
 

E. 
 

F. 
 

G. 

Exhortation (Encouragement)…… 
 

Evangelism……………………… 
 

Faith…………………………….. 
 

Generosity……………………… 
. 

__________ 
 

__________ 
 

__________ 
 

__________ 

Total your responses across.  TOTAL H. Healing...………………………… __________ 

I. Assistance……………………….. __________ 

J. Utterance of Knowledge………… __________ 

K. Leadership/Leading with Diligence… __________ 

L. Mercy/Compassion……………... __________ 

M. Pastor-Teacher (Shepherding)….. __________ 

N. Prophecy……………………….. __________ 

O. Teaching ………………………. __________ 

P. Utterance of Wisdom…………… __________ 

 

1____  17___ 33___ 49___ 65___ A_____ 

2 ____  18___ 34___ 50___ 66___ B_____ 

3 ____  19___ 35___ 51___ 67___ C_____ 

4 ____  20___ 36___ 52___ 68___ D_____ 

5 ____  21___ 37___ 53___ 69___ E_____ 

6 ____  22___ 38___ 54___ 70___ F_____ 

7 ____  23___ 39___ 55___ 71___ G_____ 

8 ____  24___ 40___ 56___ 72___ H_____ 

9 ____  25___ 41___ 57___ 73___ I______ 

10___ 26___ 42___ 58___ 74___ J______ 

11___ 27___ 43___ 59___ 75___ K_____ 

12___  28___ 44___ 60___ 76___ L_____ 

13___ 29___ 45___ 61___ 77___ M_____ 

14___ 30___ 46___ 62___ 78___ N_____ 

15___ 31___ 47___ 63___ 79___ O_____ 

16___ 32___ 48___ 64___ 80___ P_____  

 

 

 

Q. 

R. 

S. 

Please mark yes/no whether you 

have these self-evident spiritual 

gifts: 

Miracles                               ⁭Yes    

Tongues                               ⁭Yes     

Interpretation of Tongues    ⁭Yes    

 

 

 

 

⁭ No 

⁭ No 

⁭ No 

   My top three gifts according to my scores. are: 

 

   1. __________________________________ 

 

2. __________________________________ 

 

3. ___________________________________ 
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